* 


THE  EXAMINER.' 

t 


VOL.  I.  NEW-YORK,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER,  18,  1813.  NO.  5. 

■—  ■  ■■  ■  — ^  ^  -  fc 

THE  EXAMINER,  fFEEKLY. 


The  support  already  given  to  the  Exami- 

% 

NER,  enables  tlie  editor  to  change  it,  as  was 
originally  intended,  into  a  weekly  paper. 
It  will  hereafter  therefore  be  published  on  the 
following 

TERMS  : 

I . It  will  contain  sixteen  large  octavo  pages, 

about  one  half  of  which  will  usually  be  de¬ 
voted  to  original  essays. 

11.. .. 1t  will  be  published  every  Saturday^  at 

five  dollars  a  year,  payable  by  city  subscri¬ 
bers,  at  the  end  of  six  months  from  the 
publication  of  tlie  first  number ;  by  coun¬ 
try  subscribers  in  advaru  e. 

111..  .All  applications  for  the  Examiner,  must 
be  directed  to  the  editor;  and  if  by  mail, 
'postage  paid. 

Those  who  have  subscribed  to  the  former 
terms,  w  ill  be  cousidei’cd  subscribers  to  the  above, 
unless  they  express  a  contrary  desire ;  in  which 
case,  they  will  be  furnished  with  twenty-four 
numbers,  and  then  they  will  no  longer  be  con¬ 
sidered  subscriners. 

December  11,  1813. 
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The  Presidenj’s  Message — It  has  'be- 
ejome  extremely  fashionable,  to  entertain  and 
express  a  great  deal  of  anxiety,  for  the  ear¬ 
liest  possible  perusal  of  this  document.  The 
nhy  and  the  rvhertfore  would  puzzle  heads 
more  shrewd,  honest  reader,  than  yours  or 
mine.  It  cannot  be,  because  any  thing  new 
is  expected  to  be  disclosed  in  it ;  for,  it  is 
uniformly,  nothing  but  “  a  tale  twice  told.” 
Nor  can  it  be,  on  account  of  its  elegance 
of  style,  or  the  beauties  of  its  composition ; 
for  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  state  pa¬ 
per,  more  clumsily  lt*amed,  more  premedi- 
*Ttediy  obscure  and- perplexing,  thaa  the  mes¬ 


sages  of  our  late  and  present  presidents.. 
Nor  can  it  be,-  because  it  is  so  much  as  ex¬ 
pected  to  receive  a  fair  and  authentic  ac* 
count  of  the  actual  “  state  of  the  union,’*  in 
regard  either  to  its  foreign  relations,  or  in¬ 
ternal  condition.  The  message  is  a  commu¬ 
nication  from  the  president  to  congress,,  and 
through  them  to  the  people.  By  a  special 
constitutional  injunction,  the.  president  is 
bound  to  “  give  to  congress^  wforination  of 
the  state  of  tfu  yrton.**  That  is,  congress  is 
to  know  all  that  he  knows.  They  are  the 
legislature,  the  law  makers;  aud  the  presi¬ 
dent  is  but  an  executive  officer ;  he  is  to  act, 
but  congress  is  to  deliberate.*  He  is  to  ex¬ 
ecute,  and  they  are  to  tell  him  what.  But 
does  the  president,  of  late  years,  make  a  full ' 
and  perfect  disclosure  ?  Does  any  body  ex¬ 
pect  it  in  the  message  ?  Is  that  message,  in 
fact,  intended  for  any  thing  else,  than  merely 
to  put  a  good  face  ’  upon  “  the  state  of  the 
union  ?”  What  is  it  intended  for  ?  the  ”  in¬ 
formation  of  congress,  or  the  quieting  of  the 
people  ?  for  public  usefulness,  or  popular  im¬ 
pression  ?  Does  any  body  expect  to  find  in 
it  “  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
j  but  the  truth  ?”  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrar}', 

I  token  up  by  federalists,  for  the  siiiiple  purpose 
of  seeing,  with  what  address  fortunate  events, 
however  trifling,  will  be  magnified  into  won¬ 
ders  ;  and  disaster  and  disgrace  converted 
into  triumph  and  honour !  Do  the  war-hawks 
look  into  it  for  any  thing  else  than  their  cue 
to  speak  by,  until  it  shall  please  his  excel¬ 
lency  to  give  them  something  more  ?  Is  it,  in 
one  word,  considered  by  either  p^yt  to  be 
any  thing  else  than  a  mere  party  production  ? 
Why -is  it  then,  that  proprietors  of  news¬ 
papers  establish  a  line  of  expresses,  so  that 
they  may  be  able  to  have  “  the  message** 
carried  ”  through  dub  and  mire,”  aud  de¬ 
livered  here  in  ”  twenty-three  hours  ?”  Why 
do  they  set  all  hands  at  work,  aud  inundate 
the  city  with  message-handbills,  as  if  the* 
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fate  the  latiou  depended  upon  the  cc* 
lerity  of  their  movements,  and  when  they 
are  sure  that  in  nine  days,  tlie  period  of  ex¬ 
istence  allotted  to  ridiculous  wonders,  ninety- 
nine  •  out  of^a  hundred  wiH  forget  almost 
every  word  in  the  message  ?  Why  truly 
these  good  people  know  it  is  the  fashion, 
to  read  this  gr^at  state  paper  as  early  as 
possible,  and  no  reasonable  man  cini  find 
fault  with  them,  for  by  so  innocent 

a  public  folly.  And  for  iny  part,  1  am  free 
to  own  mv  belief,  that  1  shall  never  be  a 
penny  the  better  for  the  shilling  I  gave  for 
the  message  about  twelve  hours  before  I  got 
another  for  nothipg. 

When  every  body  has  read  “  the  mes- 
and  pondered  upon  “  the  message,” 
and  has  not  been  made  a  whit  the  wiser  by  it 
than  he  was  before,  then  they  look  ahead 
for  “  tlie'papers,”  to  see  what  they  will  say 
about  this  thing,  about  this  electioneering 
harangue,  which  would  have  excited  no  in¬ 
terest  if  it  had  had  the  name  of  William 
Duane  to  it,  instead  of  that  of  his  friend 
James  Madison.  But  the  editors  must  say 
something  or  other  about  this  great  mes¬ 
sage,  which  for  several  days  had  excited 
so  much  bustle  and  fuss.  And  upon  these 
occasions  1  have  known  my  friend,  Mr. 
Coleman,  of  the  Evening  Post,  *  sit  down 
with  a  heavy  heart  to  say  soipething,  aljout 
a  thing  concerning  which  little  or  nothing 
was  to  be  said  ;  and  all  this  simply  in  defer¬ 
ence  to  public  folly,  and  for  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  a  ridiculous  public  caprice.  And  as 
to  myself,  since  •  I  have  joined  the  corps  of 
editors  it  has  been  frequently  said,  by  those 
whose  partiality  inclines  them  to  peruse  my 
simple  productions,  “•  you  ‘  must  give  us 
something  good  about  “  the  message” — some¬ 
thing  right  smart.”  *  Now,  I  insist  that- this 
is  absolutely  unreasonable  and  unjust ;  it  is 
•downright  oppression.  And  although  I  yield 
myself  with  unfeigned  humility,  this  time,  to 
the  fashion,  I  must  protest  against  its  being 
drawn  into  precedent.  *  ‘ 

His  excellency  endeavours  to  express  the 
utmost  possible  grief,  at  the  failure  of  the 
embassy,  dispatched  to  Russia,  to  make 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  •  There  is  a  sin¬ 
gular  fatality  consequent  on  all  this  great 
man’s  great  inovcm^ts.  ;Jie  pegociated 


with  Mr.  Erskine  about  an  arrangement  of 
differences  with  England,  months  before  ho 
was  president,  and  his  premature  haste, 
was  really  the  principal  cause  of  the  ulti¬ 
mate  disavowal  of  tliat  arrangement.  He 
ordered  his  congress  to  declare  war,  as 
soon  as  he  had  the  official  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees  ;  whereas  had  he  waited 
forty  days,  he  would  have  had  the  official 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  which  w’ould 
not  only  have  prevented  the  war,  and  saved 
ns,  all  the  blood,  and  treasure,  which  have 
been  w’asted  in  its  provscciition  ;  it  would 
not  only  have*  prevented  that  dreadful  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  debt  aiid  taxation;  which  is 
rising  like  a  dark  and  dismal  cloud  to  en¬ 
velop  and  overshadow  the  land.  But  it 
w'ould  have  saved  ns  too,  all  the  disgrace 
our  arms  liave  sustained  in  consequence  of 
it.  It  would  have  saved  his  party  the  mor¬ 
tification  of  being  obliged  to  praise  and 
support  that  navy,  the  building  of  which 
was*  in* ’Oni  and  ’ ’99,  and  1800,  a  theme  of 
incessant  and  vulgar  abuse  against  the  fede¬ 
ral  administration.  It  would  have  done 
much  more ;  instead,  of  the  downhill  course 
we  are  now  ninniiig,  we  should  have  been 
“  on  file  rise;”' we  should  have  seen  com¬ 
merce  and  agriculture  flourish.  “The  French 
had  repealed  their  edicts ;  the  British  theirs ; 
the  great  causes  of  dispute  w’ould  have 
been  removed ;  and  in  that  auspicious  mo¬ 
ment  of  returning  good  will,  at  least  as 
good  •  an  arrangement  with  •  regard  to  f/7^- 
pressments,  might  have  been  made,  as  that 
which  Monroe  and  Pinkney  declared  so  sa¬ 
tisfactory.  But  instead  of  w^aiting  iiiuler 
the  new  and  promising  circumstances,  pro-' 
duced  by  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees, 
for  the  short  space  of  forty  days,  which  in¬ 
terval,  subsequent  events  have  proved, 
might  been  have  most  usefully  employed  lit 
preparation,  the  mild  and  amiable  Madi¬ 
son,  without  being  half  ready;  orders  his 
war  to  be  declared,  with  a  haste  and  pre¬ 
cipitation,  which,  had  the  man,  instead  of 
mild  and  amiable,  been  cunning,  adroit  and 
hypocritical,  would  have  con-viiiced  us,  that 
it  was  done,  because  'he  was,  absolutely 
afraid  the  orders  in  council  w’ould  be  repeal¬ 
ed.  •  * 

He  had  tried  the  importation  and  nour 
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tilnportatioD ;  embargo  aod  no  embargo;  in¬ 
tercourse  and  non-intercourse ;  negotiation 
upon  negotiation,  entreaty  upon  entreaty! 
all  the  answer  he  could  get  was  “  the  or- 

decs  in  council  are  in  retaliation  of  the 

French  decrees  ;  and  so  long  as  those  de- 
“crees  are  in  force,  so  long  the  orders  in 

council  will  continue.  When  the  decrees 
“  are  rej>ealed,  the  orders  will  be  repealed 
“  also ;  then  and  not  until  then.”  Whra 
thei*efore  all  our  means  of  coercion  had  ut¬ 
terly  failed  to  operate  at  all  -ujion  British 
obstinacy,  and  when  the  state  of  things  had 
arrived,  upon  the  existence  of  which,  tlie 
British  government  had  been  pledged,  over 
and  over  again,  to  repeal  their  orders;  then 
it  was,  that  the  mild  and  amiable  Madi¬ 
son  became,  seme  how  or  other,  impetu¬ 
ously  furious,  and  insisted  upon  an  instant 
declaration  of  war,  spurning  the  idea  of  pro- 1 
tiling  by  the  only  real  opportunity,  that 
had  ever  offered,  to  restore  the  country  to  its 
ibrmer  prosperity.  Then  it  was,  and  under 
these  circumstances  of  fair  and  lively  promise, 
that  he  brought  upon  us  this  war ;  and  with 
it,  all  the  calamities,  and  slaughter,  and  dis¬ 
grace,  and  debts,  and  taxes,  which  have  nic¬ 
ked  its  progress. 

When  the  good  gentleman  had  declared 
•this  war,  then  it  was,  that  he  sent  instruc¬ 
tions  to  our  minister,  to  offer  peace.  Here 
again,  was  a  haste  and  precipitancy,  which, 
could  have  the  effect,  if  the  British  govern- 
juent  could  have  trusted  in  his  sincerity, 
only  of  persuading  the  ministry,  of  the  pre¬ 
sident’s  inconsistent  eagerness  for  peace, 
Although  he  had  so  unnecessarily  commenced 
a  war. 

His  mission  to  Russia  is  in  Bie  same  cha- 
vactcr.  It  would  seem,  though  even  on  that 
point  nothing  can  be  with  certainty  relied 
on,  that  the  mediation^of  Russia  was  offered, 
by  her  minister,  in  this  country,  instructed 
or  iminstructed  by  his  master,  we  know  not ; 
;ind  without  waiting  to  know  whether  the 
niediation  had  been  accepted  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain — witliout  giving  Russia  time  to  com¬ 
municate  what  the  dis|>osition  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was— without  deigning  to  consult  the 
senate,  either  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
mission  itself,  or  the  fitness*  of  the  ministers 
to  bt:  sent,  the  mild  and  amiable  Madison, 


.  w 

■  despatches  them  at  once.  And  now  he 
stands  with  “the  uplifted  whitA  of  both  his 
eyes,”  wondering  that  the  British  did  not  at 
once  fall  in  with  his  project !  '  And  when  die 
has  set^all  the  war-hawks  ‘ wondering  with 
him,  it  turns  out  that  he  made*^ one  mistake 
only^  in  the  whole  business,  tliough  that  was 
a  fatal  one.  He  proceeded  to  send  his  mi¬ 
nisters,  without  knowing  wheUier  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  would  accede  to  the  mediatron  or  not. 
That  wdiich  he  ought  to  have  knorvn^  he 
persuaded  himself,  by  his  reasonings^  and 
considerations^  would  certainly  happen,  and 
he  of  course,  acted  as  if  it  had  happened.  If 
we  were  charitable  enough  to  allow  his  “  ex¬ 
pectation”  to  have  been  very  reasonable, 
and  that  it  w^as  extremely  uefriendly, , un¬ 
kind,  and  even  uncivil,  in  the  British,  not 
to  consent  to  assist  at  a  little  party  of  so¬ 
ciable  ”  discussion,”  at  least,  after  3Ir.  Madi¬ 
son  had  so  firmly  persuaded  himself  they 
would;  if  we  should  even  allow  all  this,  still 
it  does  not  alter  the  matter.  Mr.  I^tadisoii 
should  have  known  their  temper,  first.  But 
perhaps  their  “  just  expectation”  was, 
that,  as  the  only  use,  our  cabinet  had  ever 
made  of  these  discussions,  was  to  infiame 
the  American  mind  agaiiu.t  the  British  ;  per¬ 
haps  they  were  weak  enough  to  believe  this 
whole  diplomatic  parade,  to  bo  a  nit  re 
hoax,  and ,  therefore  resolved,  that  if  our  ad- 
iniDistration  wauted  brick'diist  to  throw 
into  the  eyes  of  llieir  constituents,  they 
must  burn  the  brick  with  straw  of  their 
own  finding.  That  the  British  ministry  have 
no  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  pur  arlininls- 
tration,  when  it  talks  of  its  desire  of  peace, 
is  VC17  certain.  Partly  tor  that  reason  per¬ 
haps,  and  partly  because  they  are  not  dis¬ 
inclined  to  have  a  few  hard  knocks  with  us, 
they  have  not  only  utterly  disappointed  3!r* 
Madison’s  “just  expectation,”  but  treated 
it  with  absolute  contempt.  And  now,  leav¬ 
ing  it  with  that  learned  gentleman,  to 
show',  how'  an  expectation,  never'  realized, 
can  1)0  called  a  just  expectation,  without 
committing  a  bit  of  a  bull,  I  conclude  by 
saying,  what  no  reasonable  man  can  deny, 
viz. — that  President  Madison’s  sending  minis¬ 
ters  to  Russia,  upon  any  expectation,  short 
of  absolute  moral  certainty;  that  his  send¬ 
ing  them  witbogt  the  least  intimation  from 
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Great  Brit^'u  of  her  dispositiou,  in  regard 
tn  the  mediation,  was  one  of  the  most  weak 
aud  ridiculous  proceedings,  ever  witnessed 
in* the  worlds  and  while  our  ehvoys  shall 
continue  to  be  seen  wandering  abodt  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  disregarded  and  despised, 
tlie  once  elevated  character  and  dignity  of 
our  country,  are  not  less  humbled  and  de¬ 
graded,  than  their  feelings  ignoininiously 
tortured,  ^nd  this  gf  course,  is  only  an¬ 
other  instance,  to  prove,  tliat  however  p/uu- 
sible  Mr.  Madisou^s  political  views  may  be, 
they  are  never  sound ;  that  his  understand¬ 
ing  becomes  entangled  in  its  own  wiles,  and 
falls  a  victim  to  its  own  sophistical  sub¬ 
tleties.  He  thinks  himself  into  errors,  by 
a  process  of  reasonable  expectations,  and 
then  consoles  us,  by  most  -  wrathful ly  ex¬ 
horting  us  to  fight  on,  as  ne  have  done,  and 
BE  well  continue  to  think  and  “  expect,” 
and  act  as  wisely,  as  Ac  has  dvne*  Under 
these  promising  prospects,  who  can  doubt 
that  ”  a  nation,  proud  of  its  rights,  and  con- 
cious  of  its  strength,”  will  continue  its  ca- ! 
reer  in  the  very  same  style  in  whicli  it  was 
commenced  ? 

Alas  !  the  nation  is  proud  of  its  rights, 
and  conscious  of  its  strength  ;  but  so  long  as 
Mr.  Madison  can  persuade  them,  that  their 
pride,  and  their  strength,  will,  under  his 
*‘just  expectations,”  support  our  rights,  so 
long,  will  they  be  disappointed,  as  they  have 
been. 

As  Mr.  Madison’s  character  is  gradually 
developing,  it  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy 
to  fortell,  that  he  will  become  entitled  to  the 
eulogium,  bestowed  by  the  witty  earl  of  Ro¬ 
chester,  in  an  epitaph  upon  king  Charles  the 
second  of  England.  I  have  not  the  exact 
words  in  my  recollection ;  but  it  ends  some¬ 
what  in  this  way : 

•  i*  .  •  .  •  • 

■■  ■  llWii 

.  - here  lies  one 

17110  never  scUd  a  foolish  thing, 

Nor  ever  did  a  wise  one. 


The  rRMiDEirr’s  English — If  it  had  been 
an  unripened  sophomore  who  had  said  these 
things,  be  would  have  b€«h  corrected,'  not 
eondenmed.  But  when  a  mao  of  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son’s  years  says  them,  all  hope  of  amendment 
israin.  *  '  ‘  •  ‘  '  •  *  . .  ' . 


**  Embracing  the  experiment.'/ 

What  experiment  ?  “  for 

”  Hastening  a - stop.” 

lie  does  actually  say,  that  he  entertained 
”  a  just  expectation,”  that  the  British  go¬ 
vernment  would  ”  embrace  an  exiieriment,*' 
and  **  hasten  a  stop!”  And  then  we  learn* 
that  this  “just  expectation”  was  just  ex¬ 
actly  the  most  unfounded  one,  mortal  roan 
ever  entertained.  Now,  if  an  expectation* 
which  is  utterly  disappointed,  is  a  ”  jtist  ex¬ 
pectation,”  will  some  of  Mr.  Madison’s  lexi¬ 
cographers  tell  us,  what  an  unjust  expect¬ 
ation  is  ?  and  his  *  rhetoricians,  when  they 
have  naiuralhcd  the  expression  ”  einbracuig~ 
an  experiment,”  will  render  common  scholars 
an  essential  benefit,  by  explaining  how  “  a 
stop”  is  to  be  “  hastened.” 

When  they  shall  have  obliged  us  in  these 
particulars,  they  will  please  to  add  to  the 
kindness,  by  explaining  what  Mr.  Madison 
means  by  General  Harrison’s  **  itreparing — a 
result  /”  To  piepare  means,  which  means 
produce  results,  is  a  turn  nf  expression  fa¬ 
miliar  enough,  but  to  prepare  the.  result  itself^ 
seems  very  much  like  preparing  the  end  of  a 
journey.” 

We  object  not  only  against  Uic  expression* 
”  operations  were  set  on  foot,”  but  applied, 
as  it  is,  ill  the  message,  to  General  Wilkin¬ 
son’s  voyage  down  the  St.  I.awrenco,  wc  in¬ 
sist,  it  is  untrue;  it  should  have  been  ”  opera¬ 
tions  were  set  on — water.” 

Tho  same  gentlemen  who  shall  tell  us,  how 
an  ”  esperimenV'  may  be  embraced,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  able  to  tell  us,  how  an  ”  cjpedition,** 
may  be  ”  espoused,'* 

The  idea  of  ”  kindling  a  preptnsily  into  a 
passion,**  is  new,  and  I  dare  say  the  writer 
thought  it  beautiful. 


The  Mediation — If  what  is  told  us  iii 
the  message,  be  true,  ,the  mediation  turns 
out  to  be  one  of  the  roost  singular  media¬ 
tions,  ever  heard  of.  The  mediator  was  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  .  it.  It  was  not 
intended,  says  the  president  ”  to  submit 
**  ri^ts  or  pretensions  on  either  siile  to  tho 
”  decision  of  an  umpire”  ;  that  is,  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Russia,  the  mediator,  was  in  no 
event  to  be  umpire.”  It  was  s(t  plaimod> 
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•  feat  if  he  should  h®  nilk  uf,  and  the  Bri-  with  the  British,  to  put  iir,  in  ^  better  hu-* 
tish  should  nevertheless  Ije  obstinate,  our  mour  of  the  war/  For  what  ‘‘good  friend 
envoys  would  come  home,  and  •  then  W’e  to  his  ccnintiy,”  could  read  the  discussions 
should  certainly  have  the  best  of  the  quar-  without  finding,  that  we  were  all  in  the 
rcl;  and  if  the  emperor  should  be  against  right,  and  the  British  all  in  the  wrotig? 
«s,  then  it  would  be  very  plain,  tliat  Bfi-  ril  be  bound,  Mr.  Gallatin  would  have 
tish  influence  had  comipted  the  emperor,  made  as  pretty  an  electioneering  book,  out 
and  so  that  story  would  answer  as  well,  of  the  discussions,  as  ever  inflamed  the  Arne# 
Who  that  remarks  what  a  parade  sailors’  rican  mind.  1  repeat  it,  therefore,  I  am 
•rights  make  now,  and  who  remembers  bow  glad  we  have  done  with  discussions,  -Our 
little  was  thought  or  said  of  them,  while  “  Solomons  in  council,  and  Sampsons^  in  the 
our  cars  could  be  perjietually  dinned  with  field,”  have  relied  upon  coercion ;  upon  rear  ', 
the  orders  in  council,  but  sees  into  this  at  a  And  the  whole  amount  of  the  British  refu- 
single  glance?  But  if  the  emperor  was  not  sal  is  this;  “as  you  have  had  recourse  to 
to  give  a  decmoii,  In  case  the  parties  should  war;  let  war  deride.  Whenever  you  are 
disagree,  what  good  was  his  mediation  to  willing  to  be  moderate  and  reasonable,  and 
do  ?  why  it  would  ”  aflbrd  an  opportunity  let  us  know  it,  we  shall  at  once  join  with 
honourable  to  both  for  discussion.”  Dis-  you,  riot  in  discussion,  not  in  disputatfins, 
eiission  indeed  I  in  the  name  of  all  that  but  in  seeing,  whether  we  can  both  agree,  to 
is  loquacious ;  and  as  a  good  old  man,  in  talce ;  and  such  a  temper  will  be 

congress  used  to  pronounce  the  word,  in  worth  all  the  discussions,  our  long  winded 
the  name  of  all  that  is  “  volumniotis,**  writers  eVer  had  together.  In  the  mean 
what  g(k>d  Was  to  be  done  by  “  discussion  /”  we  will  continue  fighting  a  little  long- 

We  have  discussed  and  discussed  till  our  whenever  you  are  willing  to  leave 

diplomatic  correspondences  are  become  ex-  dispute  to  some  umpire,  whose  honesty 
actly  like  Gratiano’s  reasons.  “  Gratiano  tnist,  we  will  agree  to  that^  But* 

mys  an  infinite  deal  of  nothing,  more,  than  this  dhci/ssion ;  //ih  everlasting  discussion  ; 
any  man  in  all  \  enice ;  his  reasons  are  like  this  “  keen  encounter  of  our  wits,”  we  will 
two  grains  of  wheat  in  two  bushels  of  chaflT;  }jay0  uu  more  of  that;  men  never  rise  up 
you  shall  search  for  them  all  day ,  and  j  with  each  other, 

when  you  have  found  them,  they  are  not  when  they  sat  down.  War  if  you  will  it 
worth  the  search.”  Discussions  indeed!  I  arbitration  if  you  will ;  bat  no  morb  discus^ 
do  thank  the  British  government,  and  I 

thank  God,  we  are  to  have  no  giore  discus-  rpjjg  ^Uct  is,  that  such  a|nediation  as  that 
sions.  Our  government  knows  by  this  time,  dj^ojosed  in  the  message,  would  have  been 
or  ought  to  know,  what  it  is  they  would  be  most  ridiculous  farces  ever  ex- 

at,  and  what  the  British  would  be  at.  And  to  the  world.  When  our  adminis- 

the  British  mutt  know  as  much  on  their  ^|.ation  is  willing  to  give  up  any  thing  for* 
part.  And  this  multiplication  of  discussions,  they  have  contended,  let  them  say 

ad  infinitum,  is  not  only  infinitely  ridiculous,  British,  not,  will  you 

blit  it  is  absolutely,  the  greatest  bore,  a  j^r  [jut  how  much,  and  what,  will  yon. 

nation  was  ever  pestered  with.  And  s6  it  ^  difficulty.  But 

turns  out  the  British  would  neither  receive,  neither  party  is  at  all  disposed  to  yield 

nor  ofler,  any  more  discussions,  and  that  is  Hijng,  can  any  rational  being  liope,  that 
the  whole  ground  of  complaint,  in  this  re-  fi|^|.yjef  discussion  is  to  do  any  good  ?  or  will 
spect,  against  them.  And  the  mighty  em-  adpainistration  everlastingly  act  upon  th^ 
bassy  to  Russia  turns  out,  not  to  have  had  and  contradictory  notions,  that  Great 

for  its  object,  any  thing  conclusive,  but  grjtaih  is  not  afraid  to  do  us  wrong,  but  yet 
simply  discussions;  all  in  writing  I  war-  afraid  of  being  at  war  with  us  ?  that  she  who 
rant  you;  and  all  calculated  to  please  us  before  we  did,  cannot  exist  with- 

Amerlcans  infinitely,  aid  in -the  end,  by  qu^  yg?  that  she  who  is  proud,  haughty,  ty- 
putting  fis  in  a  worse  humour  than  ever,  rannical,  and  Imperieni;  that  she  who  la 
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who,  in  her  obstinacy  resisted  the  wliole  which  the  praise  and  gratitude  of  a  fretf 
power  of  the  continent,  when  it  was  subject  and  religious  people,  have  again  and  agaii^ 
to  Napoleon,  is  to  knuckle  to  us,  now  when  ascended  to  the  throne  of  heaven.  For 
the  power  of  France  is  rolled  back  to  the  without  the  special  interposition  of  provi- 
Elbe,  and  the  standards  of  England,  for  tlie  dence,  the  etfect  would  have  ended  ia 
first  time,  since  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Se-  more  clovsely  listening  upon  us  stronger 
Tenth,  are  waving  in  triumph  in  the  territory  chains,  even  than  those,  the  apprehension 
ot  trance,  in  the  very  dominions  of  Na])o-  of  which,  roused  to  action  a  magnauimous 
Icon  Bonaparte.  She  who  would  not  yield  to  and  indignant  people.  Our  owu  means, 
us  when  she  was  obliged  to  blockade  that'  certainly,  were  not  equal  to  the  conflict, 
continent,  which  is  now  her  ally,  will  she  In  men  and  money.  Great  Britain  exceeded 
yield  now  ?  Not  to  our  war — the  idea  is  ridi-  us  far ;  and  her  blood  and  treasure  flowed 
culous.  Will  she  yield  to  your  discussions?  I  profusely,  for  the  preservation  of  tliis  most 
cannot  express  my  contempt  of  these  absur-  brilliant  jewel  in  the  British  crown.  And 
dities — these  worse  than  kleot  vagaries.  I  long  before  the  conflict  terminated,  our 
wish  to  God,  Amerfca  could  say  to  Britain^  means  seemed  exhausted ;  congress  were 
do  is,  and  this,  and  this,  and  make  her  do  it.  unable  to  procure  money  ;  and  for  a  while 
I  wish  the  idea  of  hostility  with  this  country,  the  fate  of  the  nation  rested  upon  the  pa- 
ivas  terrible  to  her,  and  would  cause  her  to  triotism  and  credit  of^  a  single  merchant  I 
yield  whatever  our  interest  might  lead  us  to  The  geuins  of  Robert  Morris  w^as  not  more 
seek  from  her.  But  to  act  upon  fliis  wisli,  as  fertile,  thai>  his  patriotism  was  irrepressi- 
if  the  fact  were  such,  as  the  wish  would  make  ble,  and  his  financial  intrepidity  unwaver- 
it,  when  the  fact  is  entirely  othenvise,  God  ing.  We  have  almost  forgotten  what  floods 
Ibrbid  the  nation  should  continue  in  this  folly,  of  paper  money  have  passed  down  into 
this  madness, w’hich  has  crazed  tlie  adminis-  oblivion  and  uselessness;  how  many  mrl- 
tration  and  half  ruined  the  country.  And  Hons  and  millions  ujwii  millions  of  conti- 
any  plea  of  peace  which  shall  not  have  “give  nental  dollars,  were'  left  mere  contemptible 
AND  take”  for  its  basis.  Will  be  as  idle,  as  all  trash  in  the  hands  that  held  them,  al- 
those,  our  administration  have  so  many  years  though  the  public  faith  was  pledged  to 
^dabbled  in.  Fair,  liberal  negotiation,  honest-  make  them  good  money.  What  a  terrible 
ly,  sincerely  carried  on,  instead  of  these  amount  w^as  here  of  mere  dead  loss !  The 
everlasting  see-saw  discussior.*;,  will  do,  and  is  fenninatioii  of  the  war,  letl  us  loaded  with 
the  only  thing,  that  ever  will  do,  w'hat  John  a  national  debt,  foreign  ami  domestic,  Of 
Jay,  did  for  us  ;  ^lat  is  give  us  a  gooil  treaty,  dreadful  amount,  and  to  common  minds  it 
extended  commerce,  universal  and  increasing  seemed  hardly  possible  to  provide  Ibr  the 
prosperity  and  happiness.  But  while  we  con-  payment  even  of  the  interest  of  it.  The 
.  tinuc  tie'd  as  a  mere  tail  to  the  French  return  of  peace  i'ound  us  exhausted,  lan- 
kite,  where  the  kite  flies,  there  will  the  tail  gukl,  feeble.  We  had  expended  all  we 
fly.  Wliile  we  continue  to  bear  every  thing  were  worth,  and  even  more.  But  we  were 
from  France  without  murmuring;  and  conti-  content,  we  were  happy,  we  were  glorious: 
nuc  our  demands  upon  England,  for  every  we  w’ere  free  and  independent  !  We  [K)S- 
thing  we  wish,  we  can  expect  nothing  from  sessed  a  country,  fertile  in  the  most  valuable 
kcr  Iricndship,  lor  w’e  have  shown  none  on  productions ;  a  people  worthy  of  freedom, 
our  part ;  we  can  expect  nothing  from  her  because  they  knew  how  to  value  it ;  for  who 
for  we  cannot  assail  her ;  we  can  expect  could  better  know  its  value,  than  the  bi’ave 
notlung  Irom  our  discussions,  for  while  our  men  preserved  it  by  the  sacrifice 

present  temper  continues,  she  despises  of  their  wealth  and  blood!  We  had  heroes 
them.  and  statesmen,  as  deeply  learned  in  human 

^  rights,  as  they  were  firmly  determined 

to  support  and  protect  them,  and  of  pro¬ 
found  skill  in  the  science  of  political  eco- 
REfkosrECT.— The  accomplishment  of  nomy.  At  the  head  of  these  stood  Wash- 
^^erican  indepondwieev  is  all  eveilt,  for  i^gton  and  Hamilton.  They  beheld 
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Oie  condition  of  the  country,  at  the  close  of  extensive,  ardent,  obstinate,  and  above  all 
the  revolutionary  war,  depressed,  nerve-  loquacious  and  vortlerous ;  that  in  it  were 
less  and  inactive.  And  they  were  anima-  found  men  of  good  personal  reputation,  of 
ted  by  the  noble  resolution,  to  make  it  great  revolutionary  merit,  and  as  had  beqp 
prosperous  and  happy.  They  reflected  long,  before  supposed,  of  sound  understanding, 
and  deeply,  honestly  and  wisely.  They  correct  views,  and  elevated  integrity, 
knew  the  country  possessed  resources,  ex-  The  adoption  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tensive,  inexhaustible,  prolific;  far  beyond  tion,  was  as  obstinately  resisted  as  the  ob- 
the  calculations  of  politicians  of  the  inferior  jections  against  it  would  have  been  power- 
order.  To  put  these  to  the  trial,  required  ful,  arid  decisive,  had  they  been  true.  The 
however,  a  more  perfect  union  ot  the  states,  great  ground,  6n  which  resistance  proceed- 
under  a  general  federal  government:  Such  a  ed,  was,  that  the  constitution  would  endanger^ 
government  was  proposed,  and  Wa.shington  the  existence  of  that  republicanisnj,  which 
signed  it,  as  the  president  of  the  convention  was  the  vital  principle  of  all  our  political 
which  proposed  it.  Give  us  such  a  govern-  systems ;  and  that  the  rights  of  the  people 
nient,  said  the  wise  and  patriotic  statesmen  qf  would  be  hazarded,  perhaps  sacrificed,  if  it 
that  day ;  let  it  be  honestly  and  wisely  ad-  should  be  agreed  to. 

ministered,  and  the  people,  of  the  United  the  stru-le  Was  severe,  ob^inate,  long 
States  shall  not  only  be  free,  beyond  any  continued ;  and  the  chiefs  of  opposition  ne- 
nation  on  earth,  but  they  shall  be  prosperous  con.pellcd  to  it. 

beyond  their  most  sanguine  expectation,  their  „„„  ,  ^^^y  was 

most  eager  hope.  right  and  which  wrong?  The  followers  of 

At  this  period  eommcnced  those  distinc-  ^Vashington,  or  the  opposers  of  Washing- 
tions  of  PAaxY  which,  under  various  Who  evinced  wisdom  in  (Au  control 
names  and  modifications,  and  occasional  JederaUsts  or  the  anti-federal- 

changes  of  prominent  individuals,  have  con-  f,,,  ,  Time  and  experience  have  answered 
tinned  to  the  present  time.  At  Uie  head  of  question.  The  Wisdom  of  those  who 
one  party  w.xs  Washington;  the  other  had  proposed  and  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  es- 
many  heads.  The  one  was  called  the  J'e  mblished  “  the  new  constitution,”  was  seen 
dcral,  the  other  the  arUi-federal  party.  It  ,.^,4  adoption, 

was  natural  that  those,  who  admired  and 

venerated  Washmgton,  and  to  whom  Ilamil-  p^.,^^.  jj,  extension  of  agriculture,’  in 
ton  was  endeared  by  tlie  purity  of  his  in-  commerce,  in  the  dilfusion 

tegrity,  no  less  than  by  the  strength  and 

clearness  of  his  understanding,  should  en-  establishment,  ih  one  word,  of  general,  uni- 
gage  with  these  worthies,  in  Uie  plan  of  po-  prosperity.  The  federalists  then 

litical  prosperity,  which  they  had  devised. 

It  was  natural,  that  others,  feeling  them-  f^eralisU  nrong.  We  know  the  anti-fede- 
selves  incapable  of  partaking  in  the  honour 

of  restoring  to  wealth  and  power,  a  people  contradicted  their  predictions, 

e.xhausted  and  distressed,  shonid  behold  ashamed  6f  a  name,  Whiih  reminded 
this  understanding  with  somewhat  of  the  po„p,e  of  their  exdessive  political  folly, 
sickliness  of  envy,  and  tliat  they  should  be  ^.^^trived  to  pass  by  another,  and  as  Oiey 
therefore  pre-disposed  to  think  the  worst  of  ^  The  name  of  devwcrals 

a  plan  of  union,  in  which  they  had  no  agen-  gy  jg^j^rs.  but  get- 

cy.  and  in  the  future  administration  of  y  ^r  yery  good  rea- 

which.  they  had  no  prospect  of  having  any  ^  y,gy  g„ame,  in 

concern.  Many  other  considerations  might  republicans.  In  all  these  chaDges| 

be  suggested,  some  ot  them  perhaps  too  jg^  great  body  of  the  party  leaders  has 
uncharitable,  to  account  for  the  opposition  (imposed  of  pretty  much  the  same 
to  the  new  plan  of  goveimnent.  It  suflices  their  political  folly  has  been  mani- 

for"  the  purpose  of  this  examination,  to  re-  every  stage  of  our  histerv  U  is  net 

mind ’the  reader,  that  this  opposition  was 
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too  much  lo  Fay,  that  however  plausible  and 
captivating  their  pretences  have  uniformly 
been,  time  and  experience  have  uniformly 
^oved  the  fallacy  of  them.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  upon  everv  great 
question,  of  national  policy,  the  federalists 
have  been  uniformly  righU  and  the  leaders 
of  tlie  opposing  party,  whether  they  were 
called  anti-federalists,  democrats,  or  repub¬ 
licans,  uniformly  wrong.  In  other  words, 
when  ever  the  federalists  have  proposed  any 
^  GREAT  MEASURES,  promising  GREAT  GOOD,  they 
have  been  always  right,  be<?ause  great  good, 
has  always  resulted  from  those  measures. 
WJienever  democrats  have  opposed  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  those  measures,  predicting  much  evil, 
NO  EVIL  whatever  has  followed.  When  fe¬ 
deralists  have  opposed  democratic  measures, 
insisting  that  no  good  could  result  from  them, 
these  measures  never  have  produced  good. 
When  democrats  have  given  to  their  mea¬ 
sures,  a  fair  trial,  they  have  themselves 
abandoned  those  measures,  one  after  another, 
in  succession,  because  they  did  not  answer. 
Both  ways,  our  history  proves  federalists 
wise ;  whether  we  view  them  pursuing  mea¬ 
sures  of  their  own,  or  opposing  those  of  the 
democratic  leaders,  time  and  experience 
prpve  them  equally  right.  And  the  demo¬ 
cratic  leaders,  whether  we  view  them  oppo¬ 
sing  federal  measures^  or  pursuing  measures 
of  their  oivn,  are  proved  equally  wrong. 
The  democrats  have  always  reasoned  plausi¬ 
bly  ;  the  federalists  have  always  acted  power¬ 
fully.  The  federalists  haw  never  studied 
\he  art  of  tickling  the  people,  for  they  have 
been  too  intent  upon  doing  them  good,  to 
think  of  that.  The  democratic  leaders  have 
^  studied  to  give  them  good  words,  and  served 
them  with  bad  fare.  •  They  have  talked  every 
thing  well;  they  have  done  every  thing  ill. 
They  are  good  talkers,  but  p(K)r  workmen : 
^ley  have  much  fancy,  but  little  judgment ; 
Ihcy  have  the  appearance  of  great  zeal, 
but  they  have  no  wisdom.  They  promise 
MUCH,  but  they  perform  nothing.  These 
assertions  are  not  lightly  made.  They  arc 
supported  by  our  own  history ;  the  facts  up¬ 
on  which  they  rest,  are  in  our  own  recollec¬ 
tion.  And  when  we  bring  these  facts  calmly 


so  uniformly  wrong,  shouid  have  been  sup¬ 
ported  so  obstinately  as  they  have  been. 

1  propose- hereafter  to 'take  a  rapid  view 
of  the  great  questions  upon  which  the  load¬ 
ers  of  the  two  parties  have  dificred;  and 
I  undertake  lo  promise,  tliat  the  wisdom .  of 
the  one,  and  the  folly  of  the  other,  shall  be 
as  palpable  as  they  were  in  the  question 
concerning  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consti^ 
tution. 


There  is  so  much  of  established  fart,  and 
sound  argument,  in  the  writings  of  “  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  FARMER,”  that  I  cannot  hesitate 
in.  commencing  tlieir  repiiblication.  Give 
us,  cries  the  reader,  original  mailer.  I^will 
do  so;  but  1  cannot  give  you  any  thing 
better  than  this*  I  should  be  proud  to  give 
you  as  good. 

Editor  Examiner. 

From  tiM)  Columbian  Ccntinel. 

No.  I. 

TUB  ROAD  TO  RCIN. 

My  brother  farmers, 

I  addressed  you  last  spring  in  my  plain  and 
homespun  language,  and  pointed  out  the  **  road 
to  peace.*' 

The  farmers  of  Massachusetts,  New-Hamp- 
shire,  and  Vermont,  agreed  with  me  in  opi¬ 
nion,  and  have  taken  that  cniet  road.  But 
the  farmers  of  New-Jersey  and  some  other, 
states,  still  perfer  the  “  road  to  ruin.**  In 
order  that  no  rash  men  may  be  persuaded 
to  follow  their  example,  1  propose  to  let 
my  brethren  know'  the  dangers  of  that  road, 
the  flattering  and  deceitful  temptations  it 
offers,  and  the  dreadful  country,  to  which  it 
leads. 

1  am  the  more  induced  to  do  this,  because 
I  find  some  of  my  neighbours  think  the  war 
not  altogether  so  dreadful  as  they  had  fear¬ 
ed.  They  think,  because  prices  continue 
high,  they  will  always  so  remain;  and  be¬ 
cause  taxes  had  not  yet  been  levied,  thtry  will 
never  come.  They  put  me  in  mind  of  an 
improvident  farmer,  whom  I  once  knew,  wlio 
exhausted  his  land  by  repeated  crops,  with¬ 
out  giving  it  manure,  and  boasted  of  the 
economy  and  superior  profit  of  his  practice. 
In  a  few  years  the  blighted  Hate  of  his  com, 
the  barren  looks  of  his  fields,  convinced 
him  too  l&to  that  a  fanner  should  lo4>k  to 
\future  well  as  immeiliate  profits. 


.  t  .  Suppose  a  famine  in  a  country,  crops  sell  at 

to  the  memory,  it  will  be  almost  beyond^  most  enormous  prices;  but  does  that  count rj”* 

belief,  that  men  who  have  acted  so  regularly,  prosper  t 
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Yftt  I  Ifcavc  known  some  mrn  in  my  parish  When  a  nation,  my  brother  farmers,  sees 
Who  say  they  never  knew  better  times —  its  arms  daily  discjraced;  when  it  becomes 
tiiat  the  w'ar  is  not  so  bad,  that  manufactures  the  sport  and  mockery  of  its  enemies,  I  think 
are  thivinp; — that  even  tlie  army  is  succesful;  it  is  in  the  road  to  ruin.  When  iq  additioq^ 
that  Canada  will  soon  be  ours ;  and  there  is  a  to  this,  a  spirit  of  inglorious  boastini;;  prevails 
large  number  of  people,  and  I  am  told  a  whole  in  such  a  nation,  sometimes  vanquished  by- 
rounty  in  Maryland,  who  seriously  believe  that  a  handfurof  op^wnents ;  when  they  arc  seen 
Commodore  Perry  conquered  the  j  vaunting  of  their  courage  and  conduct  in  the 

British  navy  I  /  midst  of  unheard-of  defeats ;  and  when,  more 

Now  it  cannot  be  expected  thata  farmer  especially,  they  illuminate  for  victories  ol>- 
)ike  myself  should  have  all  the  art  and  abili-  tained  by  thousands  over  hnndred&,  and  call 
ty  of  the  editoi*s  of  the  IVeekly  Messenger ^  the  generals  who  achieve  such  victories  Errors, 
or  Federal  Repuhlican^  or  Chronicle ;  but  I  think  such  a  nation  in  the  high  and  down- 
1  shall  try  ray  endeavour  to  say  somethii»g  hill  road  to  niin,^ 

nn  all  these  matters  and  things  in  my  own  When  this  war  broke  o^it,  we  had  every 
simple  way;  and  if  I  am  as  lucky  in  sativS-  advantage  over  our  enomv  on  lancL  No  naore 
fying  other  people  as  I  Jiave  been  in  persuad-  tal  in  either  nation  could  have  foreseen  such 
ijig  myself,  every  man  will  believe  that  we  a  war.  ft  could  never  have  been  expected 
arc  in  the  high  road  to  rvin  ;  that  the  very  we  should  have  selected  (ireat-Britain  as  an 
things  we  think  great  blessings^  arc  curses  enemy,  because  France  had  injured  us.  No- 
14  disguise  ;  that  the  very  high  prices  of  body  could  have  thought  that  insults,  and  the 
produce  are  worse  than  rol)bing  Peter  to  plunder  of  forty  millions,  and  the  burning  of 
pay  Paul,  because  wc  rob  Peter  of  two  our  commerce,  and  the  introduction  of  sweep- 
dollars,  and  pay  Paul,  but  one.  We  rob  |  ing  blockades,  would  so  h;vve  attached  us  to 
ourselves  by  the  war  of  ten  dollars,  and  re-  tlje  nation  which  indicted  them,  as  to  imhice 
ccivc  one  in  high  prices  in  return.  us  to  expend  two  hundred  millions,  and  to 

The  same  I  shall  show  to  be  the  case !  sacrifice  fifty  thousand  of  our  own  citizens,  % 
with  our  arras  at  sea,  and  nn  larul  ; — that  j  merely  to  please  her.  Great  Britain  w’a» 
we  gain  neither  glory  or  advantage  as  a  na-  j  therefore  wholly  unprepared.  Canada  was 
*tion  (though  individuals  may)  by  any  parti  nearly  defenceIe^F.  We  had  nine  months  the 
of  the  contest  ? — that  there  oiight  to  be  a  I  start  of  her  in  the  contest,  because  she  was  hcK 
general  mourning  through  the  land,  in- !  nest  or  simple  enough  to  believe  Mr.  Madison 
stead  of  feasting,  and  idle  and  ridiculous  sincere  (not  knowing  him  as  well  as  we  do.) — 
boasting.  '  |She  thought  the  repeal  of  her  orders  ii> 

*  I  have  a  great  deal  to  s.ay  too  about  the  i  council  would  piit  an  end  to  the  war.  She 
value  of  Canada  to  us,  and  the  effects  of  j  did  not  know,  as  we  did,  that  the  orders  in 
its  addition  to  the  United  States.  f  council,  and  still  more,  impressments,  were 

I  shall  show,  that  the  United  States  have !  only  the  pretexts.  That  the  desire  to  acquire 
no  mare  right,  as  a  nation,  to  add  any  •  the  outlet  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  rob  the 
other  country  to  our  own,  than  they  have  Indians  of  their  lands,  and  to  erect  a  stand-' 
to  cede  our  own  country  and  nation  to  any  ing  army,  and  to  increase  the  power  and  pa- 
other  sovereign.  tronage  of  the  president,  were  the  secret  mo-  • 

If  they  can  annex  Louisiana  and  Cana-  lives  to  this  contest, 
da,  which  are  bigger  than  all  the  rest  of  •  When  Hull  invaded  Upper  Canada,  there 
the  old  confederated  states,  they  may  an-  were  not  in  the  whole  of  that  province 
nex  the  North-West  Coast,  and  Mexico,  twelve  hui»dred  British  regulars  troops,  and 
and  South  America.  these  divided  into  three  armies,  whoso 

Some  men  will  say,  why  not  ?  Is  not  this  head-quarters  were  at  Malden,  Fort  George, 
an  attribute  or  privilege  of  sovereignty?  I  and  Kingston,  at  three  hundred  and  eighty 
say  no  such  sovereignty  as  ours  ever  before  miles  distant,  the  one  extreme  '  from  the 
existed.  It  is  a  mere  compact,  founded  other. 

wholly  on  explicit,  not  implied  convention.  No  wonder  then  that  general  threatened 
and  it  as  necessarily  implies  the  inability  to  look  down  all  opposition.  Besides  this, 
to  introduce  new  members  as  to  exclude  or  the  secret  intrigue's,  the  spies  and  agerds 
shake  off  old  ones.  Now^no  man  could  who  had  preceded  our  arms  had  made 
doubt,  that  if  Virginia,  and  her  tributary  such  favourable  reports  that  it  was  believed 
slave  states,  should  expel  Vermont  and  Mas-  we  had  only  to  offer  them  protection,  and 
sachusetts  from  the  Union,  Connecticut  and  what  wb  humofurmtsly  enough  call  liberty, 
New-York  w’ould  have  a  right  to  say  the  and  they  would  flock  to  our  suindard  by 
union,  the  whole  union,  was  dissolved.  tbousamls. 

These  are  only  bints  of  what  I  mean  to  I  must  be  indulge<l  here  with  a  digression, 
say.  I  shall  now  proceed,  first,  to  inquire  because  a  fanner  cannot  be  suppoTs^  to  be 
how  stands  the  progress  of  the  war  by  so  methodical  as  your  professed  writers, 
land  ?  Docs  it  look  like  leading  to  peace  or  '  I  will  explain  what  I  mean  by  “  hnraoT^' 
luccc^s,  or  riein?  ^ 
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CMisIy  enough  call  liberty.”  It. is  really  ludi¬ 
crous  to  hear  us  o/Ht  tlie  Canadians  liber- 
ly  ! — Ti4^,  who  have  no  taxes  to  pay;  No 
embargoes  to  endure  ;  No  commence  check- 
€*d  to  please  a  foreign  state ;  Who  choose 
their  own  parliaments;  make,  their  own 
laws ;  and  what  is  more,  manage  tkeir  otvn 
private  affairs'  in  tk^ir  own  waif.  These 
Canadians  are  invited  by  us  to  partake  of 
our  freedom: — We,  who  are  just  about  to 
be  cnishetl  under  our  taxes  ; — we^  •  who 
j)ay  half  a  dollar  duty  on  teas,  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  cotlee; — 
who  cannot  ride  as  they  do  in  their 
cabriolets,  without  paying  for  it  to  an  excise 
officer  and  spy ; — ?rr,  whose  country  is  fill¬ 
ed  with  pimps  and  spies  whose  elec¬ 

tions  are  sometimes  carried,  as  in  a  town  of 
Vermont  lately,  by  tlie  bayonet; — whose 
citizens  are  plundered,  and  sometimes,  mur¬ 
dered  by  hired  mercenaries: — We,  whose 
trade  is  cut  up  lor  sport ; — whose  cities  are 
deprived  of  their  usual  supiiort;  and  whose 
seamen  are  piping  in  our  streets;  who  are 
compelled  to  become  manufacturers  in  spite 
of  our  natural  inclinations ; — and  this  by  the 
very  men  ivho  have  represented  manufac¬ 
tures  as  the  ruin  of  the  morals  and  fatal  to 
the  liberties  of  a  people.  “  Let  our  work¬ 
benches  be  in  Europe,”  was  the  language 
of  the  men  who  compel  us  to  coop  up  our 
children  in  manufactories,  to  the  ruin  of 
their  health,  and  the  destruction  of  their 
morals. 

TJie  Canadians  knew  better  their  own 
freedom — and  they  saw  what  ovr  liberty 
was.  They  refused  our  kind  offers  of  li¬ 
berty  and  participation  in  embargoes,  and 
the  thousand  other  blessings  of  our  happy 
country.  And  rr«,  just  in  character,  for  a 
free  people,  tell  them,  if  you  do  not  freely 
accept  our  offers,  we  will  burn  your 
churches,  conflagrate  your  dwellings,  rob 
your  stores,  slaughter  you  children,  and 
Ibrce  your  to  be  free.  In  short,  these  things 
we  have  done. 

1. . 

London,  October  14,  1813. 

COPY  OF  A  LETTER 

'I^rom  his  royal  highness  tjfe  Crown  Prince,  to 
his  majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

”  As  long  as  your  imperial  majesty  act¬ 
ed,  or  caused  others  to  act,  against  me  only 
directly,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  oppose  to 
you  nothing  bat  calmness,  or  silence ;  but 
now,  wJien  the  note  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
Mr.  D’Obson  endeavour  to  throw  between 
the  king  and  me  the  same  fire^>rand  of  dis¬ 
cord  which  facilitated  to  your  majesty  the 
entrance  into  Spain,  all  .ministerial  relation 
having  been  broken,  I  address  myself  di¬ 


rectly  to  you,  for  the  purfiose  of  reminding 
you  of  the  faitldul  and  open  conduct  of  Swe-^ 
den,  even  in  tiie  most  difficult  times. 

“  The  communication  which  M.  Signoul  wa« 
charged  to  make,  by  order  of' your  imperial 
majesty,  the  king  caused  it  to  be  replied, 
that  Sweden,  convinced  that  it  was  only  to 
you,  sire,  that  she  owed  the  loss  of  Finland, 
could  never  believe  in  your  friendship  for 
her,  unless  you  procured  Norway  to  be  given, 
to  her,  to  indemnify  her  for  the  mischief 
which  your  policy  had  caused  her. 

“  A  hundred  Swedish  ships  had  been  cap-^ 
tnred  and  more  than  2()0  seamen  put  iu‘ 
irons,  when  tfiis  government  saw  itself  com¬ 
pelled  to  cause  a  pirate  to  be  seized,  who  un¬ 
der  the  French  flag,  entered  our  very  ports,  to 
carry  off  our  ships,  and  insult  our  confidence  in 
treaties. 

“  The  duke  of  Bassano  says,  that  your  majesty 
did  not  provoke  the  war  with  Russia;  and 
yet,  sire,  your  majesty  passed  the  Nieinen’ 
with  4()0,(k)()  men. 

“  From  the  moment  when  your  majesty 
plunged  into  the  interior  of  that  empire  the 
issue  .was  no  longer  doubtful.  The  emperor 
Alexander  and  the  king,  already  in  the 
month  of  August  foresaw  the  termination  ot' 
campaign,  and  its  prodigous  results  :  all 
military  combinations  seemed  to  guarantee 
that  your  majesty  would  be  a  prisoner — 
You  escaped  that  danger,  sire;  but  your 
army,  the  pride  of  Fi*ance,  of  Germany; 
of  Italy,  exists  no  more  !  There  lie  unbuvied 
the  brave  men  who  served  Fr^ce  at  Fleu- 
rus  :  Frenchmen  who  conquered  in  Italy, 
who  survived  the  burning  climate  of  Egypt, 
and  who  fixed  victory  under  your  colours 
at  Marengo,  at  Austerlitz,  Jena,  and  Fried-  ' 
land  ! 

“  May  your  soul  be  softened,  sire,  at  this 
heart-rending  picture ;  but  should  it  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  complete  the  eflect,  recollect  also 
the  death  of  some  more  than  a  million  of 
Frenchmen,  lying  on  the  field  of  honour,  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  wars  which  your  majesty  has 
undertaken. 

“  Your  majesty  invokes  your  rights  to  the 
friendship  of  the  king !  Permit  me  to  remind 
you,  sire,  of  the  liitle  value  your  majesty 
attached  to  it,  at  times  when  a  reciprocity 
of  sentiment  would  have  been  very  useful  to 
Sweden.  When  the  king  after  having  lost 
Finland,  wrote  to  your  majesty  to  beg  you 
to  preserve  for*Swedeii  the  isles  of  Aland, 
you  replied  to  him,  ”  apply  to  the  Emperor 
Alexander ;  lie  is  great  and  generous ;” 
and,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  your  indif¬ 
ference,  you  caused  it  to  be  inserted  in  the 
official  journal,  (Moniteur  of  the  21st  of  Sept. 
1810)  at  the  moment  of  my  departure  for 
Sweden,  tliat  there  had  been  an  interregnuin 
in  that  kingdom,  during  which  the  En¬ 
glish  were  carrying  on  their  commerce, 
with  impunity. 
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Tlie  king  Iiroke  off  from  the  coalition  of 
1792,  because  it  was  the  object  of  that  coali¬ 
tion  to  partition  France,  and  he  would  have 
DO  lumd  in  the  disnieinberment  of  that 
fine  monarchy  ;  he  was  led  to  that  measure, 
a  monument  of  his  political  wisdom,  as 
much  by  his  attachment  to  the  French  peo¬ 
ple,  as  by  a  wish  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the 
kingdom.  That  wise  and  virtuous  policy, 
founded  on  the  principle  that  every  nation 
has  a  right  to  govern  itself  by  its  own  laws, 
its  usages,  and  its  own  will,  is  the  very 
same  which  regulates  him  at  the  present 
moment. 

“  Your  system,  sire,  would  interdict  to 
nations  the  exercise  of  tliat  right  which  they 
have  received  from  nature— rtliat  of  tra¬ 
ding  with  each  other,  of  mutually  assisting 
each  other,  of  corres^ionding  and  living  in 
peace ;  and  yet  the  very  existence  of  Sweden 
depends  upon  an  extension  of  commercial  re¬ 
lations,  without  which  she  would  be  insuifi- 
cient  for  her  own  subsistence. 

“  Far  from  perceiving  in  the  conduct  of 
the  king  any  change  of  system,  every  enlight¬ 
ened  and  impartial  man  will  find  in  it  no¬ 
thing  but  the  continuation  of  a  Just  and  stea¬ 
dy  policy,  which  was  manifested  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  sovereigns  coalesced'  against 
the  liberty  of  France;  and  which  is  now 
pursued  with  energy,  at  a  time  when  the 
French  government  continues  to  conspire 
against  the  liberty  of  nations  and  of  sove- 
Fcigns.  ^ 

“  I  know  the  good  dispositions  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Alexander,  and  of  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James*  towards  peace — the  calamities  of 
the  continent  demand  it,  and  your  majesty 
ought  not  to  spurn  it.  Possessed  of  the 
finest  monarchy  upon  earth,  would  you  be 
always  extending  its  limits,  and  transmit 
to  an  arm  less  powerful  than  yours,  the 
WTetched  inheritance  of  interminable  war  ? 
Will  not  your  majesty  apply  yourself  to  the 
healing  of  the  wounds  inflicted  by  a  revo¬ 
lution,  of  which  there  is  nothing  left  to 
France  but  the  recollection  of  its  military 
glory,  and  real  calamities  within  its  interior  ? 
Sire,  the  lessons  of  history  repel  the  idea 
of  an  universal  monarchy,  and  the  sentiment 
of  independence  may  be  deadened,  but  can¬ 
not  be  effaced  from  the  heart  of  nations. — 
May  your  majesty  weigh  all  these  conside¬ 
rations,  and  at  last  really  think  of  that  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  the  profaned  name  of  which 
has  caused  so  much  blood  to  flow. 

“  1  w'as  bom,  sire,  in  that  fine  France 
which  you  govern ;  its  glory  and  prosperity  ! 
can  never  be  indifferent  to  me  ;  but  with¬ 
out  ceasing  to  form  wishes  for  its  happi¬ 
ness,  I  will  defend,  with  all  *the  powers  of 
my  soul,  both  the  rights  of  the  people  who 
invited  me,  and  the  honour  of  the  sovereign 
who  has  condescended  to  call  me  his  son. 
la  this  contest  between  the  liberty  of  the 


world  and  oppression,  T  will  say  to  the 
Swedes — “  I  w  ill  fight  for  you,  and  with  you  ; 
and  the  good  w  ishes  of  ail  free  nations  will 
accompany  our  efforts.’* 

“  In  politics,  sire,  neither  friendship  nor 
hatred  has  place — there  are  only  duties  to 
fulfil  towards  the  nations  whom  Providence 
has  summoned  us  to  govern ;  tlieir  laws  and 
their  privileges  are  the  blessings  which  are 
dear  to  them  ;  and  if,  in  order  to  preserve 
them,  one  is  compelled  to  renounce  old 
connexions  and  family  afiections,  the  prince 
who  wishes  to  pertbrm  his  duty,  can  never 
hesitate  which  course  to  pursue. 

The  duke  of  Bassano  announces,  that 
your  majesty  will  avoid  the  eclat  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  ;  but,  sire,  was  it  not  your  majesty 
who  interrupted  our  commercial  relations, 
by  ordering  the  capture  of  Swedish  vessels 
in  the  bosom  of  peace  ?  Was  it  uot^the  ri¬ 
gour  of  your  orders  which  forbid  us  every’ 
kind  of  coiniminication  with  the  continenl 
for  three  years,  and  which,  since  that  pe¬ 
riod,  caused  more  than  fifty  Swedish  vessels 
to  be  detained  at  Yismar,  Rostock,  and 
I  other  ports  of  the  Baltic  ? 

“  The  duke  of  Bassano  adds,  that  your' 
majesty  will  never  change  your  system,  aiid- 
will  consider  this  as  a  civil  war;  which  in¬ 
dicates  tl?at  your  majesty  means  to  retain 
forever  Swedish  Pomcrainia,  and  will  not  re¬ 
nounce  the  hope  of  giving  law  to  Sweden, 
and  thus  degrading,  witliout  rauning  any 
risk,  the  Swedish  name  and  character.  Br 
the  phrase  “civil  war,” you  doubtless  megu 
a  war  between  allies,  but  we  know  the  fate 
to  which  you  destine  them. 

“  If  the  events  which  have  occurred  for 
these  four  months  past,  have  induced  you 
to  throw  upon  your  generals  the  disarming 
and  the  sending  the  Swedish  troops  of  Po¬ 
merania,  as  prisoners  of  war,  into  France, 
it  will  not  be  as  easy^  to  find  a  pretext  to 
show  that  your  majesty  never  wished  to  con¬ 
firm  the  judgment  of  the  council  of  prizes ; 
and  that  you  did  not  make  particular  excep¬ 
tions  against  Sweden,  even  when  that  tribu¬ 
nal  decided  in  our  favour.  Besides,  sire,  no 
one  in  Europe  will  understand  the  blamo 
which  you  throw  upon  your  generals. 

The  note  of  the  king’s  minister  for  fo¬ 
reign  afiairs,  and  the  answer  which  M.  de 
Cabre  returned  on  the  fourth  of  January, 
1312,  will  prove  to  you,  sire,  that  his  majes¬ 
ty  had  even  anticipated  your  wishes,  by  set¬ 
ting  at  liberty  all  the  crews  of  the  priva¬ 
teers.  The  governnieiit  afterwards  carried, 
its  consideration  so  far,  as  to  send  hack  Por¬ 
tuguese,  Algerines  and  negroes,  who,  taken 
on  board  ^le  same  privateers,  called  them¬ 
selves  the  subjects  of  your  majesty.  There 
could  not  be  the  slightest  reason,  therefore, 
why  your  majesty  should  not  have  ordereii 
tlie  return  of  the  Swedish  oflBcers  anil  soN 
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cliet^,  am!  yet  tliey  still  groan  under  confioe- 
incnt.  , 

“  With  regard  to  the  threats  contained  in 
the  note  of  the  duke  of  Bassano,  and  the  for¬ 
ty  tiiousand  men  whom'  your  majesty  in¬ 
tends  giving  to  Denmark,  I  do  not  think  it 
becomes  me  to  enter  into  discussions  on  these 
Nulyects ;  and  the  rather,  because  I  doubt 
very  much,  wJiethcr  the  king  of  Denmark 
ean  avail  himself  of  that  succour. 

“  With  regard  to  my  personal  ambition — 
It  is  lofty,  I  acknowledge ;  it  has  tor  its  ob¬ 
ject  to  serve  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  se- 
c!ire  the  independence  of  the  Scandinavian 
Peninsula ;  to  attain  tJiat  end,  1  contide  in 
the  justice  of  that  cause  v/hich  the  king  has 
coinmandefi  me  to  defend,  upon  the  f>erseve- 
rance  of  ffie  nation,  and  the  tidelity  of  its 
allies. 

(Signed) 

‘  CHARLES  JEAX.” 


Fro?n  the  Ken^York  Carrffr. 

Mrssrs.  Lang  Turner, 

I  have  noticed  with  no  little  regret,  repeat¬ 
ed  misrepresentations  in  the  American  news- 
pa{)ers,  of  the  treatment  American  pri¬ 
soners  receive  in  his  majesty’s  dominions. 
In  some  instances,  I  have  'an  opportunity 
of  knowing  they  were  inconsistent  with  truth, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  incorrect. 

Can  it  be  supposed,  that  Americaiv  pri¬ 
soners  do  not  receive  tlie  allowance  of  pro¬ 
visions  agreed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
to  be  delivered,  and  that  this  government  re¬ 
main  uninformed  of  it;  or  that  it  w’ould  re¬ 
main  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  the  depri¬ 
vation  in  the  allowance,  and  abuse  in  the 
quality  of  the  provisions  stipulated  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  their  citizens  when  prisoners  ?  I 
feel  assured  that  General  Mason,  tlie  Ameri¬ 
can  Commissary  General  for  prisoners,  would, 
did  he  know,  or  even  suspect,  that  injustice 
,w’^as  done  to  American  prisoners,  without  de¬ 
lay,  represent  it  to  me  tor  correction.  The  j 
American  agents  in  London,  Quebec,  Hali¬ 
fax,  &c.  have  certainly  the  l)est  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  knowing  in  what  manner  the  prisoners 
under  their  care  have  been  treated ;  still  I 
have  not  been  informed,  that  any  of  them 
have  made  complaints. 

In  your  Gazette  of  Saturday,  you  published 
a  statement  under  oath,  made  by  Mr.  Abra¬ 
ham  Walter,  in  which  he  deposes — “  That 
all  that  alhwed  to  American  prisoners, 
on  lioard  the  prison  ship,  w'as  daily  one  pound 
of  ol<l  wormy  bread,  which  the  inhabitants 
declared  hail  been  twice  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  condemned  lor  spoiled  bread,  and  one  half 
pound  o<  exceeding  bad  meat,  ’ifliich  in  al¬ 
most  any  other  situation,  would  be  absolutely 
not  eatable  ;  no  liquors,  no  soap,  no  candles, 
and  none  of  the  other  condorts  of  life  ;  and 


that  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  pilsbaeUff, 
that  many  of  them  had  actually  starved  to 
death,  not  being  able  to  eat  the  provisions.” 

It  can  be  proved  that  the  American  prison¬ 
ers  in  Quebec,  and  in  the  other  British  colo¬ 
nies,  invariably  receive  the  same  quality  of 
provisions,  issued  to  his  majesty’s  army  or 
navy.  *  This,  it  is  supposed,  ought  to  satis¬ 
fy  any  reasonable  person.  If  the  quality  of 
the  bread  and  meat,  and  the  quality  of  the 
latter  were  such  as  Mr.  Walter  represents. 
Colonel  Gardner,  the  American  agent  at 
Quebec,  ought  to  have  remonstrated,  and  If 
not  refnvdied,  to  have  reported  the  facts  to 
!  bis  government.  By  the  seventh  article  of 
the  cartel  of  the  twelfth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirteen,  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed, 
”  that  tliC  prisoners  are  to  be  furnished 
by  the  government  in  whose  possession  they 
may  be,  with  a  subsistence  of  sound  and 
wholesome  provisions,  consisting  of  one 
pound  of  beef,  or  twelve  ounces  of  pork, 
one  pound  of  whe^ten  bread,  a  quarter  of 
a  pint  of  peas,^  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or  a 
pound  of  potatoes,  per  day,  to  each  man.” 
ITnder  this  article,  the  British  are  bound  to 
supply  sound  mid  wholesome  food,  and  a 
(Kiiind  of  beef,  or  twelve  ounces  of  jiork, 
per  day,  to  each  prisoner.  If  this  is  not 
done,  blame,  in  some  degree,  attaches  to 
the  British  oHicer  who  has  the  care  of 
the  prisoners ;  but  tlie  greater  proportion 
of  it  must  rest  on  Colonel  Gardner,  ^whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  justice  is  done  to 
the  prisoners.  1  have  not  the  honour  of  a 
persona]  acquaintance  with  this  gentleman; 
he  has,  however,  been  represontecT  to  me  as 
a  most  respectable  character,  and  peculiarly 
qualihed  for  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is 
impossible,  therefore,  to  suppose  he  could  be 
capable  of  such  gross  neglect. 

With  respect  to  the  information  Mr. 
Walter  deposes  he  received  from  •  tlie  in¬ 
habitants,  that  the  bread  delivered  the 
prisoners  had  been  twice  to  the  West  In¬ 
dies,  and  condemned  for  spoiled  bread, 
every  person  acquainted  with  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  British  navy,  must  know  that 
such  a  circumstance  is  impossible.  When 
provisions  are  unfit  for  use,  a  survey  is 
held  on  them.  They  arc  condemned — the 
casks  or  bags  which  contain  tJicm  are  bro¬ 
ken  or  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  provision 
cast  into  the  sea  or  river.  The  senior  of¬ 
ficer  in  port  and  commissioner,  or  if  at  sea, 
the  commander  and  master  of  the  ship  of  war, 
arc  obliged  to  certify  the  fact,  that  suclr 
provisions  were  destroyed  in  their  presence. 
Dr.  James  Wood,  of  whom  mention  is  mailc 
in  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Walter,  was,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  November,  on  parole  at  Beau¬ 
fort,  in  Canada,  and  no  intention  expressed 
of  committing  him  to  prison.  ^ 

THOMAS  BARCLAY.. 

Harlaem,  December  13. 
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^»AOB  OV  THB  GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA. 

G>uncil  Chamber,  December  6,  1813. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  delegates. 

BELLOW  CITIZENS, 

1  had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you 
al  our  extra  session  the  most  fmp^/rtant 
events  of  the  war  in  relation  to  this  coiii- 
iDonwcalth  which  had  occurred  previous  to 
that  period.  Among  which  the  occupation 
of  our  waters  by  the  enemy,  was  the  most 
prominent.  His  squadron  after  your  adjourn¬ 
ment,  continued  to  receive  large  accessions'; 
on  board  of  which  it  was  ascertained  there 
were  considerable  laud  forces.  The  conclu¬ 
sion  seemed  to  be  inevitable  that  they  me¬ 
ditated  serious  designs  against  our  safety, 
and  had  determined  to  make  us  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  war.  Virginia  did  not  regret 
that  she  had  been  thus  honourably  distin¬ 
guished.  Although  sacrifices  both  private 
and  public  might  be  the  consequence,  they 
were  not  equal  to  the  dust  of  the  balance 
in  the  estimation  of  a  brave  and  generous 
people,  waging  a  war  in  defence  of  the  un¬ 
alienable  rights  of  freemen.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  enemy *s  force  was  an  imposing  one, 
particularly  in  reference  to  the  peculiar  na¬ 
ture  of  our  eastern  frontier,  and  therefore 
called  for  our  unwearied  attention ;  yet  no 
apprehension  was  indulged  as  to  the  final  re¬ 
sult,  if  even  a  small  portion  of  our  ample  re¬ 
sources  should  be  judiciously  applied.  The 
executive  adapted  its  course  to  the  occasion, 
and,  in  addition  to  the  precautionary  mea¬ 
sures  which  had  been  adopted  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  this  state  of  things,  called  out  con¬ 
siderable  reinforcements  of  militia;  a  few 
days  elapsed,  after  these  steps  had  been  ta- 1 
ken,  before  the  enemy  commenced  his  ope¬ 
rations  by  an  attack,  in  great  force,  by  land 
and  water,  on  Crany  Island.  The  result  of 
this  attempt,  so  humiliating  to  him  and  so 
honourable  to  our  brave  countrymen  who 
repelled  it,  is  known  to  you.  It  would  have 
been  scarcely  credible,  but  for  the  fact  hav¬ 
ing  really  occurred,  that  three  thousand  dis¬ 
ciplined  troops  could  have  been  repulsed, 
with  slaughter,  by  six  hundred  militia,  re¬ 
cently  called  into  service,  with  no  other  aid 
than  a  half  finished  redoubt,  and  the  gene¬ 
rous  co-operation  of  a  few  brave  volunteers 
from  the  navy.  After  undergoing  this  disas- 
-  trous  catastrophe,  the  enemy  receded,  and 
bent  his  course  to  Hampton :  A  result  to 
his  arms,  scarcely  less  dishonourable  than  at 
Crany  Island,  a^vaited  him  there.  .  Here  too 
his  attack  was  made  by  land  and  water  with 
a  force  variously  represented ;  but  without 
doubt  in  a  ratio  compared  with  ours  of  five 
to  one.  Although  our  little  baud  was  con¬ 
strained  to  yield  to  a  force  so  overwhelming, 
j^t  they  acquitte<l  themselves  as  became 
virgmianSj  and  by  the  impression  they  made 


upon  the  enemy,  gave  him  ample  cause  of 
regret  for  his  attempt.  Having  obtained 
possession  of  this  little  hamlet,  a  loose  was 
given  to  violence  and  to  rapine,  and  to  lust, 
which  leaves  an  indelible  stain  on  the  Bri¬ 
tish  character.  Private  houses  were  plun¬ 
dered  ;  gray  hairs  were  exposed  to  wanton 
outrage  ;  a  sick  man  in  his  bed  was  niurdert  d, 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  aggravation ; 
our  respectable  females  were  publicly  borne 
off,  to  suffer  the  last  degree  of  unutterable 
violence,  from  niffians  who  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  supplications  and  frantic  screams : 
and  filling  up  the  measure  of  their  crimes, 
they  sacrilcgionsiy  plundered  the  House  of 
God.  Th*e  melancholy  tidings  of  the  fate  of 
Hampton  were  heard  with  horror;  and,  at 
their  recital,  a  blaze  of  indignation  burst 
forth  throughout  America.  Outrages  like 
these  called  for  severe  anii^ad  version.  They 
should  have  been  atoned  for  by  the  condign 
punishmeut  of  the  offenders,  or  by  some  ter** 
rible  measure  of  retributive  justice.  The 
subject,  however,  belonged  to  the  general 
government,  to  which  it  was  referred.  Tin' 
correspondence  relative  thereto  will  be  found 
in  packet  A. 

The  enemy  having  given  tins  character 
to  the  war ;  having  occupied  a  part  ot^nr 
territory,  his  force  represented  as  very  con¬ 
siderable;  and  it  being  difficult  to  coujectuie 
w'hat  would  be  his  next  object;  the  execu¬ 
tive  adopted  such  defensive  measures,  as, 
iu  their  opinion,  the  exigency  called  lor, 
transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  I'uited 
States  full  information  of  our  situation,  and 
advised  him  of  their  having  called  out  coin 
I  siderable  detachments  of  militia  ;  a  measure 
I  which  received  tlie  sanction  of  hii»  appro¬ 
bation.  I  have  caused  the  adjutant  f:ene- 
ral  to  prepare,  for  the  information  of  the  ge  ¬ 
neral  assembly,  a  detailed  report  (whkh  is 
among  the  docunh  nts  marked  B)  of  these 
measures,  as  well  as  of  every  otlier  adopted 
by  us  for  the  defence  of  the  state,  and  also 
oi*  the  operations  of  the  enemy  which  have 
been  limited  to  predatory  incursions  along 
the  banks  of  our  navigable  bays  and  rivers, 
and  every  where  marked  with  a  character 
utterly  unworthy  a  civilized  nation.  By  a 
reference  to  which  report,  will  Titk  seen  the 
various  calls  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  militia  at  different  periods,  with  the. 
causes  leading  thereto ;  the  number  now- 
in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  and 
their  respective  positions.  This  report  is 
intended  for  the  legislature  ouly,  unless  in¬ 
deed  in  their  estimation,  its  publication  or 
particular  parts  thereof  be  deemed  expe¬ 
dient.  Iu  that  document  will  also  be  seen 
the  incougniity  with  our  state  system  of  the 
regulations  of  the  war  department,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  apportionfiient  of  olficers*  iu  de¬ 
tachments  of  militia  called  for  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  government ;  nty  unavaiiiug  eudea- 

[ 


0 


■ 

f  ; 


THE  EXAMINER. 


78 

vours  to  obviate  tbcir  efiects  ou  our  reqitisition, 
and  the  consequent  exclusion  from  service 
of  some  officers  detached  by  my  general 
orders  of  the  19th  April,  1812.  In  conform* 
ity  with  the  request  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
I  beg  leave  to  present  the  subject  to  your 
cocsideratiou. 

Notwithstanding  the  calls  on  our  citizen 
soldiers  have  been  numerous,  and  in  the 
section  of  the  commonwealth  contiguous  to 
tlie  tlieatre  of  action  particularly  inconve¬ 
nient  as  whole  regiments ,  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  placed  ill  service,  they  Iwve  never¬ 
theless  displayed,  generally,  a  degree  of 
alacrity  and  cheerfulness  which  gives  them 
lasting  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  their 
countiy.  Numerous  were  the  examples  of 
patriotic  citizens  who  voluntarily  abandoned 
their  domestic  enjoyments,  and  rallied 
/ground  the  standard  of  their  country  in  the 
Jioiir  of  her  sup^ioscd  danger.  It  furnished 
a  spectacle  highly  gratifying  to  the  pa¬ 
triot,  and  an  illustrious  proof  of  the  energy 
of  freedom.  Nor  was  this  generous  ardour 
confined  to  ourselves;  it  embraced  also  our 
fellow'-citizens  of  North-Carolina,  who  em¬ 
bodying  under  Major-General  Calvin  Jones, 
made  us  a  tender  of  their  services.  The 
<loc^ments  transmitted  (marke<l  C)  will 
disclose  the  very  satisfactory  reasons  which 
prevented  the  consummation  of  their  honour¬ 
able  intentions.  Such  a  distinguished  proof 
of  friendsliip  cannot  but  make  an  impression 
on  our  minds,  the  remembrance  of  which  i 
will  be  cherished  with  our  fondest  recollec¬ 
tions. 

In  reviewing  tlie  events  of  the  year,  re¬ 
flecting  upon  the  great  force  of  tlie  enemy, 
and  the  extent  of  his  designs,  the  length  of 
time  he  remained  in  our  waters,  his  capacity 
to  fly  or  fight,  as  circumstances  dictated,  and 
the  result  of  his  achievmeiits  every  w^here 
covered  with  disgrace,  there  is  on  our  part 
ample  ground:  for  exultation,  mingled  with 
gratitude  to  that  Providence  which  delights 
to  dispense  to  us  so  many  instances  of  its  kind¬ 
ness. 

Tlie  various  measures  of  defence  adopted 
by  tlie  executive,  as  well  as  frequent  calls 
upon  their  respective  regiments  by  the  co¬ 
lonel  commandants  under  the  militia  law 
have  necessarily  been  productive  of  consi¬ 
derable  expenditures.  The  amount  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  do¬ 
cument  marked  D,  and  it  is  believed,  ou  in¬ 
vestigation  they  will  have  been  warranted 
by  a  just  regard  to  the  protection  of  the 
state,  and,  consequently,  will  found  an  irre¬ 
sistible  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  general 
governraeut. 

Congress  at  their  last  session  imposed  a 
direct  tax  on  the  United  States,  with  an  al¬ 
ternative  to  the  state  governments  of  dis¬ 
charging  their  respective  quotas  ;  in  which 
event  a  discount  is  to  be  made  of  fii'tcen  per 


centum  if  it  be  paid  into  tlie  treasury  of  .tlie 
United  States  liefore  the  tenth  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  next,  or  of  ten  per  centum  if  paid 
before  the*  first  day  of  May.  The  quota  of 
Virginia  is  three  hundred  and'  sixty-nine 
thousand  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-fouf 
cents. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  legislature  whether 
the  propriety  of  an  assumption  on  our  part 
is  not  dictated  as  well  by  considerations  of 
economy,  as  with  a  view  to  furnish  to  the 
world  a  solid  proof  of  our  determination 
heartily  to  co-operate  with  the  general  go^ 
vernment. 

The  painful  duty  devolves  on  me  of  an¬ 
nouncing  to  you  a  vacancy  in  the  council 
of  state  by  the  death  of  General  Wood.  Thus 
has  auothcr  hero  of  tlie  revolution  |.uid  Ihq 
great  debt  of  nature  :  his  distinguished  ser¬ 
vices  will  still  survive  in  the  memory  of  a 
grateful  country. 

Nothing  has  transpired,  since  your  last 
session,  which  indicates  the  least  change  in 
our  foreign  relations.  The  enemy  can  be 
made  sensible  of  the  unjust  and  unprofitable 
conflict  ill  wiiich  he  is  engaged,  oiijy  by  a 
vigorous  and  successful  prosecution  of  the 
war.  The  distinguished  success  which,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  has  every  where  crown¬ 
ed  our  cflTorts,  boUi  by  sea  and  land,  is 
therefore  a  peculiar  source  of  giTitiflcation, 
and  cn  which  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
you.  Tile  illustrious  proofs  of  the  valour 
and  skill  of  our  army  and  navy  which  the 
events  of  every  day  are  evolving,  united  with 
perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  nation  and 
the  hope  of  divine  aid  inspired  by  the  justice 
of  eur  cause,  leaves  us  little  to  apprehend  as 
to  the  issue  of  the  war. 

The  period  fellow  citizens,  in  which  w'e 
are  called  to  act,  is  the  most  eventful  in 
the  annals  of  the  world.  Both  hemispheres 
are  bleeding  under  the  dreadful  scourge  of 
war.  And,  from  the  prodigious  efforts 
which  are  made  in  the  old,  tlie  present  cri¬ 
sis  seems  to  be  in  travail  with  the  destinies 
of  half  mankind.  What  will  be  the  result, 
or  what  will  be  its  consequences  to  us; 'all 
trying  time  must  decide.  In  any  event,  it 
behooves  us  to  be  sensibly  alive  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  occasion  and  to  prepare  for  any 
result.  Let  us  practice  forbearance  and 
moderation  one  to  another,  cherish  concord 
and  brotherly  love,  draw”  close  the  cord  of 
union,  and  thereby  give  full  and  undivided 
scope  to  the  energies  of  our  coiiiitiy — M’^atch 
with  vestal  vigilance  the  lamp  of  liberty* 
which  can  be  kept  alive  only  by  practising 
the  republican  virtues :  but  above  all,  let 
us  humble  ourselves  before  the  throne  of 
God,  who  in  the  moment  of  his  displeasure, 
seems  to  be  emptying  the  vial  of  wrath  up^ 
on  a  guilty  world,  and  fervently  conjure  him' 
to  avert  from ,  our  comparatively  happy 
sliores  that  wide  waste  of  desolatiop  whick 
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overwhelmed  the  other  hemisphere. — 
,The  present  crisis,  fellow-citizens,  is  one  of 
probation  both  to  the  nation  and  to  indivi¬ 
duals.  Should  America,  animated  by  a  just 
regard  for  her  rights,  perseveringly  conti¬ 
nue  the  contest  in  despite  of  the  sacrifices 
inseperably  incident  to  war,  until  she  shall 
have  conquered  an  honourable  peace,  tj^e 
heroes  and  patriots  of  the  present  day  will 
be  deservedly  ranked^  with  those  of  the  re¬ 
volution.  Should  a  contrary  course  obtain,  j 
the  consequences  would  be  such  as  the  mind 
of  the  patriot  shrinks  from  contemplating. — 
Every  individual  is  solemnly  bound  to  dis¬ 
charge  with  fidelity  the  part  assigned  him ; 
and,  in  proportion  to  the  share  pf  public 
confidence  he  enjoys,  the  sacredness  of  this 
obligation  is  increased.  Suffer  me  to  assure 
you  that  by  a  strong  sense  of  this  duty  I 
have  been  invariably  guided  in  performing 
the  acts  of  high  responsibility  which  have 
devolved  on  me,  at  a  time  as  momentous  as 
embarrassing :  and  should  1  have  erred  (as 
is  highly  presumable,  being  directed  by  a 
very  fallible  judgment)'  I  shall,  neverthe¬ 
less,  confwlently  throw  myself  on  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  an  indulgent  country  ;  not  doubting 
It  will  duly  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  the 
occasion,  and  in  any  event,  do  •  ample  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  motives  which  have  inlluenced 
luy  endeavours  to  discharge  the  solemn  du¬ 
ties  imposed  on  me  by  my  station.  1  tender 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  con¬ 
vened  in  general  assembly,  my  best  wishes 
for  their  personal  happiness,  with  a  fervent 
prayer  that  their  counsels  may  continue  to 
be  guided  by  energy,  patriotism  and  wis¬ 
dom,  and  that  the  result  may  be  propitious 
to  the  safety,  liberty  and  happiness  of  our 
country.  JAMES  BARBOUR. 

From  the  Federal  Republican. 

The  minority  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives,  it  would  seem  from  the  length  of  time 
that  body  continued  in  secret  session,  have 
made  every  effort  to  procrastinate  a  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  important  question  before  them, 
to  allow  time,  as  we  understand,  for  the 
arrival  of  several  members  of  the  senate, 
kiH)wn  to  be  on  their  way  to  Washington. — 
As  a  majority  of  that  body  last  session,  pos¬ 
sessed  the  spirit  and  independence  to  in¬ 
quire  into  facts,  to  think  and  act  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  to  resist  every  attempt  to  force 
upon  them  an  implicit  and  blind  obedience 
to  executive  recommendations,  it  is  all  im¬ 
portant  to  have  a  full  senate.  It  will  be 
recollected,  at  the  spring  session,  the  pre¬ 
sident  kept  back  measures  of  vital  import¬ 
ance  until  a  late  period,  when  many  of  the 
minority  had  left  their  seats.  Now  it  seems, 
measures  of  so  important  a  character  as  to 
require  secrecy  are  brought  forward,  even 
before  the  house  is  fairly  organized  for  bu¬ 


siness,  in  hopes  of  Ibrcing  them  do'wn  before 
the  uncomplying  and  ^refractory  senators 
have  arrived.  If  measures  of  so  odious  and 
abominable  a  character  as  to  compel  the 
majority  to  retire  from  the  eye  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  day  after  day  to  resort  to  the  hate¬ 
ful  practice  of  secret  sessions,  are  t^  be 
adopted  by  surpri  ze  or  stratagem,  legislatido 
becomes  useless,  and  a  dictator  might  as  well 
be  created  at  once,  in  form  as  well  as  sub¬ 
stance.  The  public  rests  all  its  hopes  upon 
the  Senate,  although  rumour  says  the  fvhip^ 
piufr  in  plan  has  been  so  far  successful  as  to  ^ 
bring  back  to  their  accustomed  subserviency 
to  the  executive,  the  numbers  required  to  re* 
gister  Ids  edicts. 

From  the  Portsmouth  Oracle. 

THE  WAR.  .  ♦ 

When  this  partly  war  for  American  prr«- 
judices,  but  French  Interests,  was  com¬ 
menced,  we  had  with  great  ability  made 
up  a  long  account  of  settled  and  unsettled 
charges,  which,  taken  altogether  without 
any  credits  to  offset  them,  made  our  side 
appear  jlretty  plausible,  especially  to  such 
persons  as  through  prejudice  or  ignorance 
were  unable  to  enter  into  tlie  merits  of  sueh 
accounts. 

The  various  demands  made  by  the  rvar 
faction  on  the  British,  have,  more  or  less, 
bc*en  melted  down  by  the  sun  of  truth,  and 
we  now  find  tliat  the  only  remaining^  d€?- 
mand,  and  the  only  pretence  left  lor  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  is,  that  the  British 
shall  give  up  tlie  practice  and  thereby  virtu^l- 
I  ly  give  up  the  right  of  impressing  their  na¬ 
tive  seepnan  on  lx)ard  our  vessels. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  they  have 
not  a  right  to  their  seamen  when  found  ser* 
ving  on  board  foreign  vessels  in  timd  of  war ; 
but,  we  set  up  confiicting  rights  on  our  side, 
(the  rights  of  naturalization,)  and  it  ap¬ 
pears  we  mean  to  force  them  to  respect 
these  rights  thus  preposterously  set  up,  and 
also,  to  leave  it  to  us  to  determine  how  far 
their  rights  shall  be  secured,  by  Jaws  of  our 
own  making,  in  which  consequently  they  can 
have  no  voice. 

The  prince  regent  has  declared  in  his  mani¬ 
festo  that  he  is  willing  that  we  should  exercise 
the  same  right  of  impressing  our  seamen 
from  British  merchant  vessels,  notwilh^ 
standing  ariy  act  of  naturalization  on  either 
side^  w'hich  he  considers,  and  very  properly  af 
a  municipal  law  only,  having  no  force  what¬ 
ever  out  of  the  territories  of  the  naturaiiza*- 
tion  power. 

We  say,  that  this  offer  of  his  has  no  re¬ 
ciprocity  in  it,  because  we  cannot  impress 
our  seamen  at  all ;  the  spirit  of  our  consti¬ 
tution  and  laws  forbid  it  ;  be  it  so— 
whose  fault  is  this?  The  British  had  no 
hand  in  Iramiiig  our  constitution,  or  in  mak- 
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tug  our  laws;  it  Is  quite  suHicient  for  the 
prince  regent  to  show  that  lie  has  a  natural 
right  to  the  services  of  his  own  subjects  to 
defend  his  kingdom  in  time  of  war,  and  to 
acknowledge  tiie  same  right  in  all  other 
powei’s.  lie  has  done  tliis,  and  what  is  of 
more  consequence,  he  has  convinced  us-  that 
in  no  event,  except  the  complete  subjuga¬ 
tion  of  his  kingdom,  will  he  yield  up  a  right 
upon  which  the  salvation  of  his  country  is 
alleged  to  be  founded ;  and  in  this  we  can¬ 
not  conscientiously  blame  him,  for  wc  know 
that  if  Acfcrican  vessels  are  made  an  asylum 
for  British  dfeserters,  that  every  seaman  who 
had  the  means  of  escape  would  desert  from 
war  service  and  low  wagesfto  high  wages 
and  a  safe,  peaceful  employ.  But  the  war 
faction  say,  we  do  not  care  for  that,  we  will 
put  him  tp  the  proof ;  we  shall  soon  conquer 
Canaila,  and  he  then  will  be  glad  to  yield  to 
our  demands,  for  the  sake  of  recovering  tliat 
valuable  territory. 

There  unfortunately  happens  to  be  some 
improbabilities  attending  this  assertion  of 
theirs ;  the  chance  is  that  we  shall  not  coii- 
^'quer  Canada  at  all,  that  is  to  say  Qae- 
Acc,  w'itliout  which  Canada  is  never  con¬ 
quered  ;  and  then  if  we  should  make  an  en¬ 
tire  conquest  of  the  country  after  two  or 
three  campaigns  more,  it  is  not  probable 
the  prince  regent  will  consent  to  give  up 
liis  right  of  impressing  his  own  seamen  in 
time  of  war,  for  the  sake  of  the  Canadas, 
because  no  wise  man  gives  up  a  greater  for 
a  lesser  value ;  and  lastly,  bub  not  of  less 
importance,  the  war  faction  declare,  if  they 
do  conquer  Canada,  it  shall  never  be  given 
.up  again  to  the  British  at  a  peace,  but 
shall  forever  after  Ibrm  apart  of  the  United 
States,  aiul  consequently  we  can  never  by 
such  conquest  obtain  the  slightest  relief  tor 
our  seamen,  because  they  do  not  mean  to 
offer  it  to  Uie  British  as  an  equivalent  for  any 
thing. 

'Ciiis  declaration,  published  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  paper,  puts  the  true  nature  of  this 
war  beyond  dispute.  It  is  now  ridiculous 
to  say  tiiat  our  war  faction  ever  had  seamen’s 
rights  much  at  heart,  or  that  they  ever 
went  to  war  for  such  an  object.  Yet  ne¬ 
vertheless  it  was  the  sole  reason  resorted  to 
lor  refusing  admiral  W  arren’s  offer  ot  an  ar- 
inislicc. 

Many  moderate  democrats,  who  would 
be  sincerely  glad  to  see  peace  at  any  rate 
short  of  tlie  loss  of  our  real  national  riglits, 
think  tliat  wc  ought  to  strive  for  the  pos¬ 
session  of  Canada,  even  if  we  give  it  up  to 
the  British  afterwards,  without  an  equivar 
lent,  if  it  were  only  to  show  them  that  we 
have  the  power  to  conquer  it  when  we  please, 
and  thereby  make  them  afraid  of  oflending 
us  in  future. 

But  in  this,  they  seem  not  to  be  sensible, 
that  alter  we  obtain  it,  we  shall  easily  be 


,  persuaded  to  persist  in  the  war,  until  we  arjt*. 
I  exhausted  in  the  fnijtless  contest,  and  tlieu 
if  we  give  it  up  to  the  British,  it  will  appear 
to  be  the  effect  of  CfrnipiUsion,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  fear  that  we  intended  to  impress 
them  with,  w'ill  be  transplanted  into  our  own 
bosoms. 


From  the  Boston  Weekly  Messenger. 
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stamp  act. 

The  strange  injustice  and  inconsistency  ot* 
this  act,  has  not,  that  1  have  seen,  been  no¬ 
ticed  in  the  newspapers. 

The  law  is  intended  solely  to  affect  bank¬ 
ing  institutions  and  merchants;  yet  it  be¬ 
trays  such  an  ignorance  of  banking  and  mer¬ 
cantile  operations,  as  would  ilisgrace  the 
youngest  apprentice  yi  a  counting  house. 

Notes  of  hand  (except  bank  notes)  arfc 
not  required  to  be  stamped,  unless  discount¬ 
ed  by  a  bank.  Of  course,  in  all  mercantile 
transactions,  notes  will  be  given  on  inistanip- 
ed  paper,  which  are  jifufectly  valid  and  le¬ 
gal  in  the  hands  of  individuals ;  but  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  holder  offers  them  for  discount  at 
a  bank,  they  fall  under  the  curse  of  the  larv ; 
they  then  become  no  better  than  waste  pa¬ 
per.  The  consequence  of  this  law  is,  that 
no  business  paper  can  be  discounted  by  tho 
banks ;  every  note  must  be  made  specially 
for  tlic  purpose  of  being  discounted;  the 
banks  will'  bo  couliued  to  the  worst  kind 
of  paper;  accommo<lation  notes  ;  every  note 
of  business  is  prohibited  to  tlicui ;  aud  all 
this  after  taxing  the  notes  of  the  banks  them¬ 
selves  unmercifully.  Alas  !  the  poor  banks. 

But  what  shows  the  most  disgraceful  ig¬ 
norance  of  commercial  transactions,  is  the 
makiug  bills  of  exchange  liable  to  the  stamp 
in  consequence  of  their  having  one  or  more 
endarsers.  How  does  a  merchant  know  when 
drawing  a  bill,  how  many  persons  may  en¬ 
dorse  it;  of  course  whether  a  stamp  will 
l)e  required  or  not  ?  It  is  perfectly  valid 
and  legal  in  the  hands  of  the  drawee;  but 
should  he  transfer  it  by  endorsement,  it 
))ecoines  vitiated.  This  is  a  mode  of  legis¬ 
lation  reserved  for  this  enlightened  age. 
How  long  is  commerce  to  be  tortured  by 
backwoodsmen  ? 

A  MERCHANT. 
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